
Let's talk for a moment about chords. What's a chord? Well, a chord is just a simultaneous ……………………………… of 

two or more pitches. And that's a very basic general definition of a …………………………... And a chord can be, of course, 

consonant [plays piano] or it can be [plays piano] dissonant. So let's stick with [plays piano] just ………………………….. 

chords. We'll be working with consonant chords today and the most fundamental of the consonant chords is this 

idea of the ………………..…………. — this figure that we call the triad. It's the building block, really, of all our harmonies, 

whether it's pop or classical. And we're going to use a lot of pop music today and there'll be — we'll be pointing out 

triads there in this pop music. 

So what's a triad? Well, obviously you get the idea of three ……………………………….. How does it work?  Let's go over to 

the keyboard and the staff here. Let's say we've got a ………………………..… and we do have a scale, [sings] C, D, E, F, G, 

A, B, C, and I wanted to construct a triad above each of these notes of the scale. Well, I take — well, this happens to 

be a C, middle C here, so a triad is going to have three ………………………………. You — and it spans five letter names — 

and we go one letter name, two letter names, three letter names, four letter names, five letter names. We 

………………………………. one, three, and five. Here I'm taking C, skipping D, taking E, skipping F and taking G, and it gives 

me this three-adding-note …………………………….. Take one, skip, take one, skip, take one, [sings] and we can do the 

same thing [sings] and so on right up the scale in that ………………………………... 
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